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Context

Directive defines general frame, details of transpositions of the Directive –
including calculation procedures - are left to the Member States authorities 

Patchwork of national methods and conventions 

Multitude of different methods handicaps: 
- dissemination of good practice and know-how, 
- circulation of products and services, 
- the comparison of experiences. 

Difficulties to reach the targets of the Directive

Reliable calculation tools are needed: 
- to predict with a reasonable accuracy the performances of buildings
- to provide recommendations for improvements
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Benefits of a Europe wide unified framework

• more effective interstate working, 

• more focussed development and feedback, 

• more knowledge share (dissemination of best practise),

• common databases,

• avoid duplication of efforts,

• etc, etc.

Of course, each country would set up:

- the level of requirements, 

- national input data and boundary conditions, 

but the methodology should be the same throughout Europe

local

global

complementarity
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CENSE Software workshop Brussels, June 2009

Companies could have interest in developing software for the EU Market 
• to be used within all national regulatory systems 

(e.g. energy performance requirement, energy certificates)
• to be linked to design tools. 

A software workshop has been organised in Brussels to explore these issues

The subject of the workshop is considered of high actual priority. 

Participants coming from 17 countries attended the workshop. 
The majority of the participants were representing 
the main European software companies in this field. 
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Linking Standards and Software

One of the aims of the meeting was to 
strengthen the cooperation between standard writers and software developers. 

Software developers are the linking element between:
standard writers and the standard users (designers, installers, certificators)

Mainly the software developers will read the standards and apply them in the 
development of software tools for the building professionals. 

Content of the standards should be "software friendly" and "software proof".
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From system design to energy declaration: one integrated software
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Content  of unified framework

• Take into account differents needs 
(local conditions, different users, different uses).

• allow different levels (simplified, detailed) at least for the inputs  

• the user interfaces are as important as the content 

• be modular

• use the same software for design and building code compliance

• low energy houses require high quality calculation models 

• use common databases

• allow each country to respond and comply EPBD 
to suit their existing custom and practices
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Identification of common actions

Actual situation
In some countries the authorities: 

• determine only the methodology (description how to calculate)  
• finance a "core" software or free software. 

In addition there are "commercial" interfaces (facilitate the use of the software)

Software companies struggle with low quality public software
(incomplete tools, not user friendly interfaces, etc). 

Public domain 

common European methodology

share experiences, work together
no commercial interest 

Private domain

elaborate software 

(different users, sponsors)
provide training, etc. 
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Roadmap towards unified european methodology > software

Needed conditions
At least:
No monopole for public software 
commercial software can compete by higher quality, interoperability and service
Software using methodology based on European standards should be admitted , 
beside the national method, to fulfil the building code requirements
(national accreditation could be asked, validation of national methodologies !?) 

Better:
Benchmarking of the national methods by the unified European methodology
(experience of the European countries, agreed on by National Standardisation Body)
Note:
EU Commission has announced such international calibration in the recast of the Directive 
(European method for calibrating the minimum requirement of the Member States).



slide 10

First steps

Public domain
� Communicate on EPBD-CEN standards (Cense project)

� Start revision of standards (ISO, CEN / EN 15603, EN 15316)
� Discussions with target groups

(create software community: www.epbd-s.eu)

� Collect good practise examples from MS (ongoing)

� Support implementations of standards (ongoing)

Private domain
� Support International Software Company networking

(software on EPBD CEN standards but also open to 
additional items)


