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European Union’s Energy Policy Targets

� 20% less greenhouse gas emissions

� 20% share of renewables

� 20% better energy efficiency

…by 2020

2020 TARGETS
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What’s at stake?

� Climate change
The future has to be low-carbon

� Security of supply
Energy supply must be
secure and affordable

� Financial crisis
A relaunch of the economy is needed
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Energy savings potential by 2020
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Buildings: At the core of EU prosperity 

� 40 % of EU energy use

� 36 % of EU CO2 emissions

� 9% of EU GDP 

� 7-8% of EU employment

� Cost-effective savings potential: 28% by 2020

� Key EU legislation:

Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
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Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

� Mandatory energy performance 
requirements

� Energy performance certificates

� Regular inspection of boilers and A/C 
systems

NB: Recast currently under discussion
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Sharpening the Buildings Directive

To give an additional …

� 5 - 6 % saving of total EU energy consumption

� 5 % saving of total EU CO 2 emissions

� 280,000 – 450,000 potential new jobs

� Strengthen the current requirements

� Stimulate market entry of low/zero 

energy – low/zero carbon buildings 



8

Standards: Where do they fit in ?

Today’s challenges for standardisation…

� Develop standards within appropriate timeframes 

� Availability  and funding of expertise 

� Access to information for users

� The use of the standards

� Voluntary process

� Regulations

� Internal market

� Subsidiarity
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Support to Standards: EPBD

A suite of support projects since 2005 …

� Application of the standards to existing buildings 

� Development of software for non-residential buildings  

� Preparation of guidance for low energy cooling

� Impact of the comfort standard EN15251

� Investigation of barriers, awareness raising and steps forward

� EC Mandate to CEN

� Intelligent Energy Europe Projects



10

INTELLIGENT ENERGY EUROPE

� carry out 400+ European projects 

� set up 60 local/regional energy 
agencies

� New in 2009:  ELENA technical 
assistance facility for municipalities 
(operated with EIB)

More than 2000 
beneficiaries from 31 
European countries

ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY

RENEWABLES

ENERGY IN 
TRANSPORT
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Supporting energy policy

� Converting policy into action:
� Action Plan on Energy Efficiency

� Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
and its recast

� Energy Services Directive
� Eco-design Directive and energy labelling 

Directive
� Covenant of Mayors

� Green Paper on urban transport

� Suggesting and testing new ideas
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The EU’s BUILD UP Initiative

Public
authorities

Building
occupants

Building
professionals

The European web portal for energy 
efficiency in buildings.

NEW!
Launched 16 June 09

www.buildup.eu
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More info

http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentenergy


